
 1 

Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

The Transfiguration 

10 February 2013 

Preacher 

The Venerable Ian Cox 

Archdeacon of Liverpool 
Readings:  Exodus 34.29-35;  Psalm 99;  2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2; Luke 9.28-36 

 
The Kingdom of God – a new vision 

 
Luke’s purpose.  Certainty about Jesus. 1:4   
We are and they live in a world of uncertainty. 
P M election Sept 14, much water and change will happen by then. 
Uncertainty in life – health, finance, family, flood fire. Tsunami earthquake. Car accident. Many 
uncertainties. Death & taxes. 
Luke writes so we can be certain about things Theophilus had been taught about Jesus. 
Certain – locked down truth, locked down with confidence. 
Tattooed  indelibly tattooed on our hearts. 
With Luke and all Bible writers we can be sure about our knowledge and understanding of who the 
God of the Bible and in this case Jesus is and our response. 
 
Luke begins a narrative about the Lord Jesus. Conception birth and early life. His ministry healing 
and some teaching. From here on teaching emphasised. 
 
Today Luke 9 We know the passage. 
Context.  Who is Jesus? 
Read earlier Jesus ask Peter  9:18 
Who do the crowds say I am? 
John Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets. Crowd didn’t quite know what to make of Jesus.   
Uncertainty. John executed by Herod. 
Elijah 870 BC. Come back to life? 
One of the prophets – had been many. This another. 
Muslims believe Jesus is one of the prophets. Basically He is a man. 
Average Sydney sider would say that. He was a special man. Great words. Love your neighbour, Do 
unto others. Miracles? 
Might even know died for sins. People in church same view. 
Lives on like Elvis Presley, Fred Hollows. 
 
Then Jesus ask Peter v.20. 
But what about you? Who do you say I am?  
Peter answered “The Christ of God.’ 
 
Luke has used the expression before. Angel to Shepherds Luke 2:11  “Christ the Lord.’  The long 
promised King Son of God who would rule Israel as well as the world. He would bring peace and 
justice. People would know God and new day in the world.  
Isaiah 9 “ Called Wonderful Counsellor, Prince of Peace, of the increase of his Government and 
peace there will be no end.’  
Isa 11. “The wolf will live with the lamb. The leopard will lie down with the goat, the lion will eat 
straw like an ox . They will neither harm or destroy in on all my holy mountain.” 
Peter not like the crowds. He knew. It had been revealed to him by God the Father. 
 
Surprisingly Jesus says to them that the “Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
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elders and chief priests and teachers of the Law and he must be killed and on the 3rd day rise again.’ 
Crowds opinion of Jesus, Peter’s opinion of Jesus.  Now another opinion of Jesus.  This opinion we 
can be certain. 
Few verses further on Luke gives us further certainty that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God. 
Gives it 3 ways – (more) Something they see, Something they learn, something they hear. 
(Divine affirmation) 
As we look at this passage we will have rock solid certainty that Jesus is the Son of God, Messiah 
and we can have complete certainty in Him and His words. 
 
Something they see. 
Peter James John go up on to Mountain to pray. Jesus is praying too.  As he is praying his 
appearance changes. His face is changed. His clothing is changed. It is changed dazzling brightness.  
Bright as flash of lightning.  Flash light bright, Speed cameras flash. This was permanent, not a 
flash. 
Exodus 34:29 Moses went up Mountain. ‘His face was radiant because he had spoken with the 
Lord.’ We know he put a veil over his face and his brightness faded. 
Face of Jesus never faded. Came down from the Mountain then it would have returned to looking 
like an ordinary face. No halo. 
There on Mountain it was brilliant bright – dazzling. 
 
Tv lights in church – see every paint blemish crack cobweb. Church brilliant in light.  Lights out 
goes back to dimly lit building. 
Transfiguration of Jesus would have brought that light into our homes. Every imperfection, every 
piece of dust, dirt would be visible so bright. 
Jesus exposes us as well. Stand before him  - 
“All hearts are open – not just physical heart 
All desires known 
From whom no secrets are hid.” 
Paul  Acts 9:3, 22:6, 26:13. Bright light  
Jesus who was changed before their very eyes, here is the first reason for our certainty about Him.  
He is the Son of God, Messiah. Through the eyes of the apostles we are seeing the glory of Heaven 
and God. We are seeing Jesus as He is and always has been in Heaven. We are seeing the Heavenly 
glory of Jesus. 
Revelation 1:14.  (Exodus 24:1 Aaron Nadab and Abihu go up the Mtn.) 
 
2nd witness so we can have certainty about Jesus - Something they learn: Historical witness. 
 
Moses and Elijah are 2 great O T figures.  Moses 1290 BC,  Elijah 870 BC   They did not meet each 
other. Never talked with each other. Separated time. Both were important in God’s plan through 
history. 
Moses brought Israel out of Egypt and gave them the Law, which they were supposed to keep. 
He built the Tabernacle and the sacrificial system that meant people could come back to God. 
 
Elijah – Israel was being led astray to worship other gods. Elijah  called on Israel to repent. Both 
them in that same brilliant light as Jesus.  ‘Splendour.’ – v.30 
 
Both men were to bring Israel back to God.  Now they are talking with Jesus on the mountain. 
We are told what they were talking about? 9:31. Not about the Law or the prophets. 
“Two men Moses and Elijah appeared in glorious splendor talking with Jesus. They spoke about his 
departure which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.’ 
Departure = exodus, gives a clue what they were talking about. Exodus,  Moses bringing the people 
of Israel out of slavery from Egypt. 
 As Moses and Elijah brought Israel back to God so Jesus would do the same and he would do it at 
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Jerusalem. 
‘Bring to fulfilment.’ Describing his death. Fulfilling what he came to do. 
People don’t talk like that when they know they are dying, short time to live. ‘I have fulfilled every 
thing I came to do.’ No – I am sorry I didn’t have more time. I am sorry I didn’t spend more time 
with family. I wish I had more time. 
“Bucket life’.  Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman. Wish list of things to do before they ‘kick the 
bucket.’  
 
 Jesus speaks about going to Jerusalem to fulfil what was planned for him. He knew he had come 
for a purpose and it was almost accomplished.  Luke 24:26ff Moses and prophets fulfilled as it was 
written for me.’ 
As Moses and Elijah brought people back to God, so Jesus would do it perfectly. 
Moses and Elijah looked to people keeping the Law of God. When they didn’t, sacrifice of an 
animal:  making atonement for their sin and they could return to the Lord.  
Jesus  also knew that all of us can’t keep the Commandments of God. He knows we are in need of 
forgiveness.  He is going to give his life as a perfect sacrifice for the sins of His people. This is what 
he came to do. He came to bring people back to God; he would do it permanently. He was about to 
fulfil this plan. 
Moses and Elijah repeated the animal sacrifices;  never sure that the sacrifice was sufficient. 
Jesus makes a perfect sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the world. 
Moses and Elijah are there, for they too were looking forward to the Messiah who would come and 
make the perfect sacrifice.  
 
If Moses and Elijah and Jesus were talking about his exodus – the fulfilment of His life in Jerusalem 
shouldn’t we be talking about Jesus death too? 
2nd witness to Jesus who He is – these 2 historical men. Moses and Elijah.  They presence again 
gives us certainty about Jesus. He is the fulfilment of the sacrifices in the OT, perfect King, perfect 
Prophet, perfect Temple, perfect Passover lamb,  He is the Yes to all God’s promises.  
 
Here is the historical certainty that Jesus is the Christ. 2nd witness that Jesus came into this world for 
a purpose. Luke wants us to be certain about that.  
 
Something they hear. 
Audible. What do you think God’s voice sounds like. 
Deep booming voice. Disciples don’t comment on the voice. No mention of the voice loud soft. 
What they are afraid of is the cloud that enveloped them. They were afraid when they entered the 
cloud. V.34. 
Don’t believe what you hear and see on the TV films. 
The voice is there. I am sure it is authoritative, and commanding. Voice of God says.  This is my 
Son whom I have chosen; listen to him. “ 
 
The voice of God came at Jesus baptism.  You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 3:22 
Now the same voice but with some different words.  Still my Son. 
This is the chosen One.  Here is the divine certainty about Jesus  It is the voice from Heaven. 
Then listen to him. Could this have been said because Peter had said build 3 shelters. 
 ‘Be quiet and listen to my son. ‘  
Comforting to Jesus to hear the Father’s voice at this point in His earthly life. He had been speaking 
to Moses and Elijah about his Exodus – fulfilling al that was written about him in the OT. He knew 
that it meant death on the Cross.. Pain suffering and rejection. He knew that it would mean being 
forsaken by the Father. God forsakenness – first time ever 
Here is the voice from heaven giving Him certainty that what he was doing and about to do was 
chosen for him. 
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Comforting for us – certainty that Jesus death not an accident in history, evil men getting rid of 
troublemaker. Here for us is the certainty that Jesus came to die for His people.  
 
Later in His life Peter 2 Peter 1:16.  
 
For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory from God 
the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when 
we were with him on the sacred mountain. 

Peter remembers this experience 30 years later. Says we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. We 
heard the voice of the Father “This is my son; with him I am well pleased.’  He confirms the 
identity of Jesus as the Son of God.  

Peter knows that only a few were able to be there – and he goes on to say 

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to 
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 
rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about 
by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 

Prophecy and scripture have their origin with God.  They are reliable. To his readers who probably 
never saw the Lord Jesus like us, we must pay attention to the Scriptures. The God who spoke on 
the Mountain is the same God who speaks through the Scriptures.  Peter’s statement here confirms 
the narrative of Jesus in the Gospels. 
So we can have certainty. 
 
This narrative about the Transfiguration – gives us certainty about Jesus. 
The crowds were uncertain. Peter was certain but his confession confirmed by the event on the 
Mountain. 
We can be certain Luke records the Visual evidence  Jesus was changed. 
We can be certain confirms the Historical evidence Moses and Elijah with Jesus talking about 
Jesus fulfilment. 
We can be certain because of the Audible evidence;  God spoke, This is my Son, listen to him.  
 
What does this mean for us? 
We are seeing another world. We are all caught up with this world what we can see and touch smell 
hear, taste. This the world we live in. 
Here on the Mountain we see another world. A world that begins by Jesus praying. It is the world of 
the Kingdom of God.  
The normal way people enter that world is by death.  I leave this world and I awake in the world of 
God eternity and the Lord Jesus. Moses went through that experience . That’s why he is talking 
with Jesus. 
Elijah didn’t die, Translated by chariot into Heaven. There he is with Jesus in the Kingdom of God. 
Now Peter James and John have entered into that Kingdom as well.  They saw the Kingdom.  (9:27 
some standing here will not taste death before they see the Kingdom – 8 days later).  
 
Here is the real world. God’s people will one day see taste touch hear and feel. 
You and I enter that world today when we pray. Every day. For what do we pray? “Your Kingdom 
come.” We pray for the Kingdom of God. 
Pray not worth much nothing happens? A lot happens because we enter into the Kingdom of God 
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when we pray and come to the Father with thanks and praise prayer and petition.  
 
Other point:  
Jesus came to fulfil God’s plan for him.  That plan was to die on a cross outside of Jerusalem. Take 
judgment of God on all sin and so become the sin bearer for us. We cannot enter the Kingdom 
unless our sins have been taken away, made clean. 
Important that you and I believe and listen to Jesus in what He says about the importance of His 
death. 
“Tell your husband not to talk about Jesus death so much it isn’t very uplifting.” 
It isn’t, but it is the only way that we can be saved. Otherwise we are dead in sins and facing God’s 
judgment. 
 
3 disciples almost missed this important event. Sleeping. Drifting in and out of consciousness. 
Church goers can be like that. Sunday its church go through the motions. Sleepily listen. 
Comfortable. 
What did the Father say to P J and J? Listen to Him. Not an internal voice – conscience. Not =what 
I think is right.  
Listen to the Jesus His words and the words that the apostles wrote. Listen to him. All Scripture 
inspired by God. 
 
Bucket list. The last thing on their list was to witness something truly majestic. Urn of ashes placed 
on a mountain in the Himalayas.  Really nothing. 
Witness something truly majestic would be to stand with Peter James and John on the Mountain and 
to see Jesus face changed and his clothes changed and Moses and Elijah standing there in splendour 
and hearing them talk about how Jesus had fulfilled all that had been written about him in the O T. 
and then the voice of God – This is My Son listen to Him. 
That would be something truly majestic – we can when we study the Scriptures and enter the 
Kingdom of God through prayer. 
 
John Chapman Making the most of the Bible. 
Donald Robinson Retirement Village “I have been disturbed by the fact that several people who 
appear in every other way disciples of Christ seem only to submit to the Bible’s teaching when they 
agree with it. When they disagree with it, they dismiss it.’  

_________________________ 
 


